Skin field formation: morphogenetic events.
This chapter is mostly a review of the pioneering work of the Philippe Sengel school in Grenoble carried out in the late sixties and the seventies. The questions raised concerning the morphogenesis of feather tracts were approached by means of microsurgery on chick embryos. P. Sengel and his wife M. Kieny had the feeling that proteins synthesized by the neural tube were required for the formation of feather fields. It was my pleasure to carry on the story from the beginning. Although some clarifications concerning this morphogenesis have been contributed by my group and by a few other laboratories interested in this subject, the most important contributions to recent research have been the elucidation of the nature of the required messages, which will be explored further in other papers in this Issue.